
$32.9B
ANNUAL ECONOMIC 
CONTRIBUTIONS

We create and sustain jobs, infusing the state’s 
economy with billions of dollars. 

We build more vibrant communities, which in turn 
attracts additional investment and business.

We improve community wellbeing.

We explore innovative solutions to some of our most 
complex problems.

Ohio Creative Sector Impact

132,000+
OHIO JOBS SUPPORTED

The creative sector impacts the daily lives of 
Ohioans in powerful, positive ways.   
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Here’s the total estimated 
direct, indirect and induced 

annual impact: 

$63.3B
Economic contributions made

292,141
Ohio jobs supported

$2.3B
State & local tax revenue 

generated  

$4.2B
Federal tax revenue generated

$18.5B
Labor income generated

Source: CreativeOhio’s Ohio’s Creative Economy 2024 
study, which used data from 2022 and adjusted for inflation 

Creative Sector 
Economic Impact 

Here’s what Ohio’s creative 
industries directly produce 

annually: 

$32.9B
Economic contributions made

132,152
Ohio jobs supported

$922.9M
State & local tax revenue 

generated 

Types of Economic Impact 
Direct: The spending of the creative industry. 

When a nonprofit arts organization or creative sector 
business spends money to pay employee salaries, buy 
supplies, and cover other operating expenses, it is 
creating a direct effect.  

Indirect: The spending of the business supplying 
the creative industry. 

When the businesses that supply the creative 
organization with goods or services pay their employees 
or purchase supplies, they create an indirect effect.   

Induced: The impact created when employees 
of the creative industry and their suppliers’ 
employees spend their income.  

When employees of the creative organization and its 
supporting businesses (suppliers) spend their income, 
this causes the induced effect.  

How We Stack Up

Arts & culture make up 3% 
of Ohio’s GDP—more than 
education or agriculture 

3%
Ohio ranks 11th of 50 states in arts 

and culture economic impact 
Ohio ranks second among its 
bordering states for greatest 
value added by the creative 

sector 

#11 #2

These numbers are based on a similar assessment of the economic impact of 
arts and culture in 2022 from the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.
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”The creative sector 
is an Ohio economic 
engine. With world-
class museums and 
orchestras, the second 
largest theater district 
in the country after 
Broadway, and the 
nation’s top city for 
street art, Ohio’s 
dynamic arts scene 
helps position us as 
a hub of opportunity 
and innovation.” 

–Steve Stivers
President & CEO, Ohio 
Chamber of Commerce



Nonprofit Arts & Culture Organizations 

Institutions like these serve as community 
anchors that provide educational 
programming and entertainment.  

Individual Artists & Craftsmen 

Artists from musicians to muralists bring 
beauty and inspiration to communities 
across the state.  

Creative For-Profit Industries 

Many for-profit businesses with origins in 
individual creativity and talent thrive in 
Ohio, including industries like these. 

CreativeOhio is the collective statewide voice for Ohio’s 
creative sector. Driven by over 130 member organizations, 
we provide leadership, advocacy, and support to strengthen 
and enhance Ohio through arts, culture, and creativity. 

This economic impact study and report was made possible 
with support from  

Creative Sector: Who We Are

Galleries 

Heritage Sites 

Libraries

Film & Television 

Radio  

Marketing & Advertising 

Photography 

Web & Game Design  

Nonprofits & 
Individual Artists 
Economic Impact 

Here’s what Ohio’s 
nonprofit arts & culture 
organizations and 
individual artists directly 
produce annually: 

$9B: Economic 
contributions made 

32,802: Ohio jobs 
supported 

$271.3M: State & local tax 
revenue generated  

Here’s the direct, indirect 
and induced impact of 
Ohio’s nonprofit arts & 
culture organizations and 
individual artists annually: 

$17.3B: Economic 
contributions made 

74,114: Ohio jobs supported 

$619.8M: State & local tax 
revenue generated 

Source: CreativeOhio’s Ohio’s Creative Economy 
2024 study, which used data from 2022 and 
adjusted for inflation 

Theatres 

Museums 

Orchestras 

Dance Companies

Architecture 

Product Design 

Graphic Design 

Fashion 

Publishing 

CREATIVEOH.ORG 

Marathon Center for Performing Arts

Schuster Center
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https://creativeoh.org/

